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ness of age he accused of abandoning him, knowing
nothing of all that that son had been enduring in
defending his own and his father's honour. A few
days later, however, Charles de Lesseps was allowed
to visit the old man, accompanied by two police
officers: his wife also went with him. The party
reached Issodun, the nearest station, at night, and drove
at once to La Chesnaye, a distance of fifteen miles. A
published description of the visit supplies the details
that follow.
" It was in the early morning that they arrived, and
were received by members of the family, and two or
three friends.   Towards five o'clock all retired to their
several rooms, but only three hours later, M. Charles
de Lesseps was up again and ready to see his father.
The old man was still in bed, and had by his side
several newspapers of February of last year, which he
was trying to read.   ' Good morning, father,' he said.
' I have been able to leave my work, and here I am.'
' Ah, Charles, it is you,' he replied.   c Is there nothing
new in Paris? s   Then he kissed his son, still saying,
*Ah, Charles!   ah, Charles! '    This was all, for he
fell back almost immediately into his customary state
of semi-consciousness, from time to time fixing his eyes
on those present.   The Countess was present at the
interview, while the inspectors were just outside the
door.   At about nine, when the children had break-
fasted, M. Charles de Lesseps took a walk with them.
During this walk he told a reporter that he had given
up hoping to be allowed to revisit La Chesnaye.    ' I
have very rarely let a week go by/ he continued, * with-
out coming to see my father, whom I all but worship.